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done before him, and have perhaps made it a part
of ,fcis new empire. But, as we shall see later,
Nebuchadrezzar was not in person at the head of
his army; the army was probably not large, and
so great an extension of its operations, leaving
states and people unconquered behind, would have
been precarious. At this time the Babylonians
had done all that was desired for present purposes
in compelling Hophra's return to Egypt, where he
was suffered to reign in peace for several years
longer. lie would not again endeavor to help his
allies in Syria and Palestine. They would be left
to their fate. Egypt was again proved a broken
reed on which to lean.'

As soon as the menace of the Egyptian army of
deliverance from Jerusalem had been removed the
army of beleaguers returned to the sacred city.
With increased energy and determination was the
siege prosecuted, but the defense continued bold
and brave. Within the city there was, however,
no disciplined and well-armed body of men capa-
ble of making a successful sally against the vet-
erans whom Nebuchadrezzar had collected from
many provinces. If this could have been done,
and fresh supplies thus introduced, the siege might
have been indefinitely prolonged. Famine2 lent
aid to the army of the siege, and the defense grew
weaker. When the way was clear for the success-

1 Isa, xxxvi, 0.

4 Presumably pestilence likewise added to the terror of the situation.
(1omp, Jer. jExacviii, 2.